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Part of a two-book debut of the Sears Children's Library picture books, this title provides helpful

information for young children expecting a new brother and sister. Full color.
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"Baby on the Way" is a superb book for preparing older siblings for the arrival of a baby in the

house. Written by pediatrician William Sears, registered nurse and certified childbirth educator

Martha Sears, and author Christie Watts Kelly, cofounder of the Memphis chapter of Attachment

Parenting International, this book does an amazing job of adapting to young readers. The idea is

that while the new baby is growing inside mommy's belly, her other children are also growing up and

becoming an older brother or sister. Realizing that kids might be afraid to ask questions, this book

compares what mommy is feeling to similar feelings children will certainly recognize. Of course

there is a young boy and a young girl, so young readers will have someone to identify with

throughout the book.The major strengths of this book is that it provides both basic information on

what is happening and how things are going to change with the arrival of the new baby, including

"Answers for the Very Curious," as well as practical tips for having the older siblings involved. Every

few pages there is a "What You Can Do" box that suggests things like visiting the doctor with



mommy to listen to the baby's heartbeat, seeing if there are any toys or clothes to be shared with

the new baby, and planning the baby's Birth Day part while you are waiting for the baby to come.

The illustrations by Renee Andriani are well-suited to the task and the back of the book includes a

short course on Attachment parenting and a list of resources, both written and on-line.We did okay

with preparing our son for the arrival of his sister, emphasizing how this was going to be "his" baby

and how he had to be careful because he was so big and she was so small.
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